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ILLEGIB

CENTIBRNE For ReibasE 2otbfodioy FERBP3S-05 B X oBdabaZ3daBES ENTATION IS TO
I

ILL'EACE{/?ILIARIZE YOU WITH PROJE A ! —

I WILL SHOW A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE PROJECT FROM PROGRAM APPROVAL
TO ITS PRESENT POSTURE. I WILL EXPLAIN THE A-12 RECONNAISSANCE

SYSTEM AND REVIEW THE OPERATIONAL ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF THE PROJECT.
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PROJECT OXCART —Aoisiié et~ T 25X1A

INITIATED IN THE LATE 50'S AS A FOLLOW ON VEHICLE TO U-2. 2°X1A

HBE wWh SEE THE /—7;&»-1/,_}/ Py

25X1A PICTURE SHOWS AIRCRAFT ON THE RAMP_

25X1A ALSo 2
stowsAIRCRAFPT-ON-THE FLIGHT LINEHIIIEGzgoNo :=rE 25X1A

THE A-12, THE SR-71, THE AIR FORCE STRAT RECON VEHICLE, AND THE
o
PROTOTYPE INTERCEPTIKN, THE YF-12, WERE ALL TESTED OUT OF PUBLIC

VIEW TO PROTECT KNOWLEDGE OF THEIR EXISTANCE, THEA—t—iAY
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NOTE THE TWO SEATER - TRAINER WHICH HAD SMALL J-75 ENGINES

WHICH WAS USED FOR PILOT CHECKOUT - LIMITED TO MACH 1. 6.
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MU ArPlevnt cd M Ag 75y
ROLLOUT - 21/2 YEARS - VERY SOPHISTICATED COMPLICATED AIRCRAFT
/ZB b2
CAPABLE OF OPTG AT VERY HIGH ALTITUDE AND HIGCH MACH

NUMBER. A/C DEVELOPED BY LAC UNDER DIRECTION OF

KELLY JOHNSON, WH> #Ad DEs(gN TD THE U-+

FIRST FLIGHT - IN A FEW MONTHS - RATHER HAIRY ONLY FLEW A FEW
V. 'S
FEET - PROBLEM WITH CONTROLS, SET IT DOWN AGA{N.

ofﬁ
EMERG, CAP - LIMITING FACTOR WAS AVAILABILITY OF THE AVIONICS

Nov o1/
EQUIPMENT.

O/R - PLACED ON STANDBY BASIS - HAD FUE_L STORAGE AND
Hovis
DETACHMENT HOUSEKEEPING FACILITIES AT SEVERAL
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FORWARD BASES TO MAINTAIN CAPABILITY TO OPERATE
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25X1A

INCIRLIK. AIR REFUELING SUPPORT & AIRLIFT OF RECOVERY

PHASE DOWN
Dtcisron ipo
sV _DECrgés

25X1A

PERSONNEL PROVIDED B-BEALE AFB.

PRESIDENT LOOKING AT THE PROGRESS OF OTHER SYSTEMS
SUCH AS SATELLITES AND THE AF SR-71 WHICH WERE
GRADUALLY DEVELOPING READINESS CAPABILITY - DECIDED
TO PHASE OUT THIS PROGRAM - ACTIONS IMPLEMENTED -
LA Comgons B iws )2
TARGET DATE DEC 67.1 EXPENSIVE PROGRAM TO MAINTAIN;
(COVERT OPN - CIVILIAN MAINT - CIA PILOTS - AIRLIFT OF
PERSONNEIL) CHANGING REQMTS AND CHANGING

ns 70
PHILOSOPHYAWHEJ_QITHER A COVERT CAPABILITY WAS

Approved For Release 2000/08/25 : CIA-RDP33-02415A000800230003-4

NEEDED.



MAY 6RApproved For Retrasr2000/Q8/2%. CRARDE 3302410 A000300 2309836 FE COMMUNISTS
WERE DEVELOPING SSM'S AND FURTHER SUSPECTED
INTRODUCTION OF THESE WEAPONS INTO VIET NAM,
PRESIDENT DECISION TO DEPLOY THE OXCART FOR STRATEGIC
COVERAGE OF THIS AREA. SR-71 NOT OPERATIONALLY
READY DUE TO LACK OF AVAILABILITY OF AIRCRAFT

SYSTEMS AND EQUIPMENT. 25X1A

13 - 14 DAYS AFTER ARRIVAL AT - 1ST OPNL MISSION

WAS FLOWN ON 31 MAY.

OPERATION LASTED LITTLE OVER A YEAR - SR-T7L'S

DEPLOYED IN MARCH 68 - 60 DAY OVERLAP TO INSURE THEY
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HADA OPERATIONAL CAPABILITY.
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AIRCRAFT - ALL TITANIUM CONSTRUCTION DELTA WING REFUELABLE

IN FLIGHT TO EXTEND OPERATIONAL RANGE - ANTI RADAR
ENERGY CANTED RUDDER - RADAR X SECTION REDUCTIQN/ A
ABSORPTION MATERIELS. WHICH PROVIDED X SECTIOI\-
THAT OF U-2. Gasbic /ccrseaion

ENGINE - J-58 BYPASS TURBOJET - CONTINUOUS AB FOR SUSTAINED
SUPERSONIC FLT.
SR USES 34 K ENGINE - 20 K HEAVIER, LONGER.

FUEL IN WING - SPEED LIMITED SOMEWHAT DUE TO SEALANT

200 NM 4e¢5M
PROBS - RESULTS IN,IRANGE?/ALTITUDE DEGRADATION,
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ApprovedFdrRéleuEe 12006708 26G IOIA-ROP 331024 15000800 28000O&R PROBLEM &
CONTROLLED BY INLET SPIKE WHICH IS PROGRAMMED FOR

MACH # TRAVEL TOTAL 26 INCHES AFT AS SPEED INCREASES.

25X1A
25X1A EXCESS OF| o UE TO ENGINE TEMPS AND LOW
25X1A EQUIVALENT AIRSPEED_
25X1A
25X1A SURFACE TEMP UP T (HANGAR AFTER FLIGHT

ACTIVATED SPRINKLER SYSTEM)
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Approved FEfHeRRId 2000MS24 TCIARNRI3 1024 15A00980823900RO VEY
OTHNA 1 foke s o §onrzs € Pansicvimmey rae™
BENEFICIAL TO‘ SUPERSONIC TRANSPORT DEVELOPMENT BY
PROVIDING AIRFRAME DESIGN DATA, DATA ON MATERIALS
FABRICATION (TITANIUM & PLASTICS), FUEL TECHNOLOGY,
EWgiwi f IM45T AenBrsgruce,

COMPUTER PROGRAMMED AIRCRAFT SYSTEMS AND ESPECIALLY
IN ANTICIPATING OPNL CAPABILITIES AND PROBLEMS RELATED

TO SUPERSONIC FLIGHT.
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ALL TECHNIQUES RELATED TO THIS PROFILE WERE THE RESULT OF

METICULOUS FLIGHT TEST PROGRAMS RESULTING FROM OPNL EXPERIENCE.
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ALL OF THE KNOWLEDGE GAINED WAS PASSED ON TO THE AIR FORCE SR-71

PROGRAM.
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FLIGHT PLANNING FOR ALL A-12 MISSIONS WAS ACCOMPLISHED HERE AT
HQS BECAUSE OF THE COMPLEXITY OF FLIGHT PLANS AND THE AVAILABILITY
OF COMPUTER SERVICES. MOST ON BOARD SYSTEMS, PRINCIPALLY THE
INS AND CAMERAS WERE PROGRAMMED BY COMPUTERIZED OUTPUTS.

Mo e
RUN 07 MISSTON FILM.
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11 OPERATIONAL A/C BUILT
3 TEST (2 TAGBOARD, 1 LAC)
1 TRAINER
LOSSES - LIKE ANY OTHER DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM
5 OPERATIONAL AND1 TEST AIRCRAFT LOST - 5 DUE TO MATERIEL

25X1A ,;
FAILURE - 1 IMPROPER MAINTENANCE - G ggman) [/ weT sowwn -

25X1A 1

- PITOT SYSTEM
\f 2 - CONTROL SYSTEM FAILURE (BINDING ELEVONS)
W

3 - STABILITY AUGMENTATION SYSTEM -~ WIRED IMPROPERLY

*2

4 - TAGBOARD
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5 - RAN OUT OF FUEL - FUEL GUAGING
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25X1A

6 - CATASTROPHIC ENGINE FAIL ON TEST F LIGHT -

25X1A

SYS 6 - WIDE BAND ELINT COLLECTOR _ANGE.

EWS & CAMERAS - DETAIL ON SUBSEQUENT CHARTS.
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EWS - ALL A A A ATED - DE
Jexia EWS L AUTOMATICALLY ACTIVATED - D VELOPFZQX_
- - PROVIDED PILOT WITH VISUAL WARNIN_

NORTH VIETNAMESE FIRED AT MISSION AIRCRAFT ON 3 MISSIONS - TWO

MISSIONS MISSILES MISSED BY CONSIDERABLE DISTANCE. ONE MISSION NEW

TACTIC SALVO TYPE LAUNCHES FROM SEVERAL SITES - 6 TO 9 MISSILES

FIRED. CLOSE ENOUGH THAT PILOT SAW MISSILES PROGRAM IN ON HIM TO
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r1s REARRYSH ASERYISIRS2000/0E HAREPE3 9241 9A0PMBRI23NR} 4D THAT MISSILE

WAS SPIRALING, CONTROL SURFACES JAMMED, HOLE IN AIRCRAFT,
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TYPE I USED OVER NVN AND NK

18" - 3! RESOLUTION - HAZE DEGRADATIO

ELINT - LINE OF SIGHT COVERAGE.
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25X1A
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25X1A
25X1A

525X1A

vse sae) Blm

RAPRBIYRNEOE Release 20000825 sHIARDEI5%241340998902300034.1 ' REDUCTION

STUDIES - ISOLATION STUDIES.

LAC AREA - FLIGHT TEST
OPS AREA
HOUSING -OTAL POPULATION AT PROGRAM PEAK.

REST HOUSEKEEPING - MFG TECH REPS

FUEL STORAGE

FOR OPTG ENVIRONMENT.
A
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25X1A

25X1A

25X1A

REVIEW OF OPERATIONAL CONCEPT:
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* MISSIONS PLANNED, COMMANDED & CONTROLLED FROM OSA HEADQUARTERS.
CLOSE TO THE POLITICAL PULSE & APPROVAL AUTHORITY
TAKE ADVANTAGE OF LATEST GLOBAL WEATHER DATA

CThe t BT JRINTHI0ED & Ruicn Bigerrond & APty N A
*24 HOUR ALERT POSTURE

* MISSIONS FLOWN OUT OF_R FORWARD BASE AS REQUIRED DEPENDING

UPON NOTIFICATION TIME., I.E,, 1967 MIDDLE EAST CONFLICT - READY TO

* OVERFLIGHTS FLOWN A_SING MIN PEN ALT OF 76 M.

* CIA CIVILIAN PILOTS.

* NO AIRCRAFT MARKINGS. )
. 2ooal (oves wé f’_/ﬂur’
BLA,;@@WRg|easeeo®mansfzm;RDP3@au4anﬁmozmmaw (. g 46 )
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BILLACK SHIE%D DEPLOYMENT w/m“,%«/pkvdw Chovns hs oo M/%
[y st codgocs S f_{_y,y-r mE Veid e .
FAR EAST CONTINGENCY DEPLOYMENT - PRIMARY MISSION WAS

SSM SEARCH OF VIET NAM.

COLLECTED PEOPLE AND THINGS - AF SUPPORT - C-141's
KC-135 SUPPORT FROM BEALE TANKER SQUADRON. SPECIALLY
CONFIGURED TANKERS TO ISOLATE FUEL,.

ALL ON SCHEDULE.

Approved For Release 2000/08/25 : CIA-RDP33-02415A000800230003-4



gLﬁﬁplro)\éed For Release 2000/08/25 : CIA-RDP33-02415A000800230003-4

DEPLOY ROUTE
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DEPLOY SUMMARY

Approved For Release 2000/08/25 : CIA-RDP33-02415A000800230003-4



Approved For Release 2000/08/25 : CIA-RDP33-02415A000800230003-4
CHART XII

TYPICAL BLACK SHIELD MISSION

MISSION'S PHOTOGRAPHY IN DISPLAY
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COVERAGE - SHOWS KIND OF COVERAGE CAPABLE OF OBTAiNING

ON TWO GOOD SUCCESSIVE WX DAYS.
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CI {ﬁggfoyﬁttfor Release

NORTH KOREA MISSION

IN JAN 68 AFTER PUEBLO CAPTURE, APPROVAL RECEIVED TO
COVER NORTH KOREA - NOT ONLY FOUND THE PUEBLO BUT OBTAINED
EXCELLENT COVERAGE OF NORTH KOREA WHICH HADN'T BEEN AVAIL

TO INTEL COMMUNITY FOR QUITE SOME TIME.

(EXPLAIN MISSION)
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OPERATIONAL MISSION SUMMARY
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CHART XVI

REDEPLOY
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CHART XVII

AIRCRAFT STORED
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